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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


TOURING UNUSUAL: THE STEEL WHEELS WILL USE PEDAL POWER 
TO TRAVEL TO 10 SHOWS IN 10 DAYS IN 3 STATES DURING AUGUT 2011 ‘SPOKESONGS’ TOUR

If you drive the back roads of Michigan or the city streets of Chicago this August, keep an eye out for a caravan of musicians commuting to their next gig by bicycle – one of them toting an upright bass. Traveling into three states on bicycles and towing everything needed for 10 energetic performances across 10 days and 500 miles, award-winning acoustic quartet The Steel Wheels embarks on its third annual Spokesongs Tour on August 4. 
The four members of The Steel Wheels will pedal by day and perform by night on their journey across Michigan and into Illinois and Indiana. The tour begins at The Ark in Ann Arbor, Mich., and continues west across the state before trading country miles for city congestion in Chicago. Following two performances in the Windy City, The Steel Wheels will end the tour with a celebration concert on August 14 in Goshen, Ind. Dates and times for each show can be found at www.thesteelwheels.com. 
 “This is anything but touring as usual,” said Trent Wagler, lead vocalist and instrumentalist, who initiated the idea for the bicycle tours several years ago and recruited band mate Jay Lapp to establish the tradition of an annual bike-and-music tour. “We’re all about doing things simply and differently both in our music and in how we think about our work as professional musicians. Spokesongs is a way for us to do a band tour differently, since we’re essentially commuting to our jobs, and show how cycling is not only recreational but a totally viable option for all kinds of everyday transportation.”
It was in October 2009 that Wagler and Lapp launched out as The Steel Wheels Duo, climbing the mountains of Virginia to perform seven shows in seven days while logging more than 300 miles on their bicycles. They chronicled the experience in an article published in Bicycle Times (June 2010 issue); a short documentary is also available on the band’s web site. 
The duo took on the state of Michigan in 2010, traveling 400 miles over 10 days by pedal power to perform at venues and radio stations across the state. On both tours they drew new fans – acoustic music aficionados and cycling enthusiasts alike – and even earned the respect of the brew master of The Livery in Benton Harbor, Mich., who named a top-selling stout in their honor. 
In addition to Wagler and Lapp, bass player Brian Dickel and fiddler Oliver Craven, both of whom also contribute backup vocals, will join this year’s Spokesongs Tour. Dickel will stand out in the line of bikes with the largest instrument on tour; Wagler and Lapp will carry several instruments each, and all of the band members will carry their share of CDs and other merchandise.
Lapp, who lives in Ann Arbor, said that he and Wagler have learned a lot about cycling, endurance and finding unexpected support and inspiration on their previous Spokesongs tours. Yet this year’s venture poses new challenges. 
“We’re touring as a full band, which means towing a bass and a fiddle, too; you can guess which one is going to be the toughest to haul,” Lapp said. “But you know, Lollapalooza couldn’t roll into Chicago on bike wheels instead of in huge semi trucks. So we have the opportunity to get people curious about why we’re doing this and maybe get them thinking.”   
The Steel Wheels have found support for their outside-of-the-ordinary tour from Tree Fort Bikes, now in its third year sponsoring Spokesongs, and are joined in generous sponsorship of the 2011 tour by Clif bar, Xtracycle, Colorado Case Company and Fretwell Bass and Acoustic Instruments. 
In turn, The Steel Wheels will bring awareness on the tour to bicycle-friendly activities and organizations, including hosting an Aug. 8 benefit concert for Lose the Training Wheels, a not-for-profit group launched in 2007 with the mission of teaching individuals with disabilities how to ride “conventional” bikes. The goal is to cultivate not only the physical skills for life-long cycle, but to develop independence, self-reliance and other skills. The organization’s web site, at www.losethetrainingwheels.org, provides further description. 
An official “Bike Blog” on the band’s web site will chronicle the trip, and already contains new material about the unusual pre-tour preparation. In addition, a film crew will follow The Steel Wheels on their August bicycle odyssey to shoot footage for a documentary.  
The Steel Wheels have also attracted plenty of attention on the Americana music scene. The independent band’s album Red Wing ranked in the Americana Music Association’s Top 100 Americana Albums of the Year in 2010, having spent 13 weeks on the AMA’s Top 40 radio charts, topping out at a 15th-place spot and, notably, finding its place as the second-highest ranked album of all independently produced releases. The album also cracked EuroAmericana Top 10 chart. Red Wing racked up five nominations in the Independent Music Awards, winning the “Best Song” category for “Nothing You Have That You Can’t Lose,” and was named “one of the best albums of the year” by Maverick magazine. 
Red Wing is a testament to the many forms roots music can take, exploring the regions between blues and bluegrass, old-time sing-alongs and foot-stompin’ fiddle tunes.
“Imagine a blend of the passion of the Avett Brothers, the instrumentals of Old Crow Medicine Show, and then sprinkle in the backwoods feel of The Legendary Shack Shakers,“ wrote John Walker of Americana Roots. “In truth, attempting to compare [The Steel Wheels] to anyone is an injustice, since after one listen you can hear that they stand very well on their own perch.”
The quartet recently brought their unmistakable authenticity, inspired lyricism, alchemic musicianship, and powerhouse harmonies to internationally recognized broadcasts: West Virginia public radio’s “Mountain Stage” and to Chicago public radio station WFMT’s “Folkstage.” The “Mountain Stage” broadcast in April was accompanied by tracks featured on the NPR Music site.
Martin Anderson, music director for the prominent North Carolina public radio station WNCW, said, “There is purity and power in the sound of this band that few come close to tapping. Tight pickin’, passionate energy, and Wagler’s voice soars like an eagle.” 
Wagler, whose voice WDVX’s Red Hickey compared to John Cowan and Darrell Scott’s, penned most of the songs on Red Wing, including its title track; on the album, that song features special guests Robin and Linda Williams – who, like The Steel Wheels, are based in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley – providing back-up instrumentals and vocals. The title track was tied at no. 8 on the Folk DJ Top Songs of March 2010 list, and hit no. 21 on the Bluegrass Chart in April 2010. 
The Steel Wheels have built a strong following from their backyard – the band was voted “best original music in the Shenandoah Valley” – and from Vermont to Texas, Calgary to New York, appearing at Americana festivals such as the Bristol Rhythm & Roots Festival, Floydfest, Ocrafolk, Kerrville Folk Festival, and Appalachian Uprising. The band enjoyed a featured showcase at Folk Alliance in 2011, and has performed on radio stations across the country for the past several years. 
Find more information – music tracks, a tour schedule, band blog, newsletter sign-up and band member bios – at www.thesteelwheels.com. The band welcomes friends at facebook.com/thesteelwheels.
The Steel Wheels are available for interviews and live radio performances. 
 Contact Hallie Pritts at 724-771-2050 or peteknapppublicity@gmail.com
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